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Festival of Advent Lessons and Carols 
 

 

Sunday, December 3 
5:00 pm 

 
 
 
 

St. John’s Choir 
Under the direction of 

Elisabeth C. Gray, 
Organist/Choirmaster 

 
 
 
 

Candlelight Reception 
follows in 

Upper Weld Hall 
      

            The Annunciation by unknown  
             German Master, 14th century 
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FROM THE RECTOR 
 

Embracing Advent 
 

Dear Friends,   

 

So, how’s your stress level? That really shouldn’t be the first question I ask as the calendar 
turns to December. In an ideal world I’d be asking about your spiritual preparations during 
this Advent season of hope and anticipation. We should be comparing notes on the impending 
joy of Jesus’ birth and reveling together in this holy time. 
 

But I’m aware that for many the prospect of Christmas looming on the horizon is less about 
joyful anticipation of the Christ child’s arrival and more about the stress of all that needs to get 
done. Advent calendars are not used as spiritual guides as much as anxiety-producing 
countdowns to getting the shopping done, the tree up, the Christmas cards out, the cooking 
done, the presents wrapped, etc, etc.  
 

Then there’s the emotional energy spent on complicated family dynamics or grieving the loss 
of a loved one during the holidays or being alone or having feelings of depression or 
wondering how in the world you’re going to pay for it all.  
 

If there’s anything left in the emotional tank — and that’s not a given — maybe you’ll have a 
moment to reflect on the great gift of God entering the world in human form that is the reason 
for this entire Christmas-Industrial Complex that has been built around our Savior’s humble 
birth. It shouldn’t be this way, of course, but I have a few tips to help us recapture Christmas. 
 

Embrace Advent. Forget about, for now, the “True Spirit of Christmas.” Despite the barrage of 
holiday catalogues and all those Christmas songs on the radio, we’re not there yet. Focus 
instead on the “True Spirit of Advent,” the four-week period of spiritual preparation that 
precedes Christmas Day. It’s challenging to delay gratification but if we acknowledge and 
recapture the meaning of Advent in the midst of our seasonal preparations, we leave room in 
our hearts and minds to prepare for the coming of Christ. How? Well it’s not always easy. I 
mean, have you ever tried to find the Advent aisle at Target? But the next tip helps. 
 

Spend Time in Church. This sounds obvious and, coming from a parish priest, even self-
serving. But by spending time in pre-Christmas worship — and making it a priority! — you’ll 
find the Christmas celebration that much more meaningful. Advent reminds us that holy 
waiting is an important discipline. In church you’ll encounter all the Biblical players whose 
presence deflates the seasonal hype like one of those shrunken Frosty the Snowman lawn 
inflatables. John the Baptist, Joseph, Mary, the Angel Gabriel — they all point to the one who is 
to come; the only one truly worth waiting for in this life. 
 

Give Generously. Yes, there are a slew of charities and non-profits that send out solicitations 
this time of year. Choose your favorites — ones that make a difference in the world, ones you 
think Jesus himself might choose — and give generously. It does shift your focus to those Jesus 
came to serve: the poor and downtrodden, the weak and vulnerable. This is a good and holy 
way to remind yourself that there is more to Christmas than online shopping and fake trees. 
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FROM THE ASSISTANT RECTOR 
 

“Liturgicalipse” 
 

On August 21st this year, the entire nation went nuts for the total solar eclipse that passed 
through the sky and across the country. I’m not sure what was more astonishing, the 
astronomical event, or the fanatical amount of attention it received. Granted, rarely are we 
reminded so clearly that our planet Earth exists as just a little blue marble within the infinitude 
of galaxies, moons, suns and stars that stretch beyond our imaginations’ furthest reaches. But 
come on, if we’re being honest the whole thing (at least for those of us outside the “path of 
totality”) was kind of a dud.  
 

Personally I am much more excited about another eclipse we get to celebrate this year. It hasn’t 
been receiving as much press attention due to the ongoing “War on Christmas,” but this 
December 24th we celebrate the uncommon and unusual occurrence of the fourth Sunday of 
Advent falling on the same day as Christmas Eve. It is a veritable “Liturgicalipse.” 
 

You see, since the fourth century, Western Christians have been celebrating Christmas (“The 
Nativity of our Lord Jesus Christ” for you purists out there) on December 25. December 24 is 
not a feast day in the church calendar. But over time the evening of the 24th has come to 
“eclipse” the 25th as the better day to go to church what with Santa coming and leaving 
presents under the tree to open on Christmas morning. Now, ever since about the 11th century 
the Church in the West has been marking the four Sundays leading up to the 25th as the season 
of Advent. That means once in a blue moon that fourth Sunday can fall on the 24th as it does 
this year.   
 

So here’s what we’re going to do about it. We recognize that for most of you, Christmas Eve 
celebrations will trump Fourth Sunday of Advent celebrations. So we will celebrate the fourth 
Sunday of Advent on the morning of Sunday December 24 with one 9:00 am service (NOTE 
SPECIAL TIME!) in Upper Weld Hall. For those of you who have been to our Sunday evening 
service, SW5, the set up will be similar. We’ll sing some great Advent hymns, celebrate the role 
of Mary in that heavenly birth, and prepare our hearts (quickly) for the coming of Christ.  
 

Then we will offer our usual full complement of Christmas Eve services: 2:00 pm Tots and 
Toddlers, 4:00 pm Family Service, 7:30 pm Early Service; 10:30 pm Choral Prelude followed by 
11:00 Midnight Mass. 

 

We hope you’ll take this oddity of ecclesiastical scheduling to make this Christmas Eve extra 
special by coming to church in the morning and the evening. And for those for whom two 
trips to church on Christmas Eve is just not going to happen, we hope you’ll at least take a 
moment to mark in some way, the completion of the season of preparation that helps us ready 
our hearts for God to come and dwell in us. That way this could be one eclipse that really does 
live up to the hype.   
 

Peace be with you,  
 

Fr. Noah Van Niel 
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Christmas Pageants and Carol-Sing 
 

Little Kids' Pageant: Please join us Sunday, December 
17 immediately after the 10 am Eucharist for the 
"Little Kids' Pageant" presented during coffee hour. 
We'll see Christmas through the eyes of our 
youngest children. It is a delightful rendering of the 
Christmas Story by our Sunday School primary 
grades. 
 

Carol-Sing and Movie Night: Join us Tuesday, 
December 19 at 4:30 pm for our third annual Family 
Carol-Sing and movie night. There will be pizza, hot 
chocolate, plenty of Christmas carols, followed by a viewing of Charlie Brown's Christmas and 
The Grinch. 
 
Christmas Eve Pageant: On Sunday, Christmas Eve, our Sunday School children grades three 
and up will present the Christmas Pageant at the 4:00 pm Family Eucharist. If your child 
would like to participate, please contact Alexis at amacelhiney@stjohns-hingham.org. 
 
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������    
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Christmas at St. John’s 

 
��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������    

 

Christmas Eve    
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 24 
 

2:00 pm Tots & Toddlers Service 
A brief, informal service including the blessing of the crèche, a Christmas story 
geared toward small children, and the Holy Eucharist. 

4:00 pm Pageant Service 
Service of Holy Eucharist with the Children’s Christmas Pageant, St. John’s 
Choristers, and Christmas carols.  

7:30 pm Early Christmas Eve Service 

Service of Holy Eucharist with the St. John’s Vocal Quartet, and the Rector’s 
Christmas Eve sermon. 

11:00 pm Midnight Mass  
Traditional candlelight service of Holy Eucharist with the St. John’s Choir and the 
Rector’s Christmas Eve sermon. Choral prelude precedes the liturgy at 10:30 pm. 

 

Christmas Day   

MONDAY, DECEMBER 25 
 

10:00 am Christmas Day Service 
Service of Holy Eucharist with Christmas hymns and sermon. 
 

��������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������

 
The Clergy, Wardens, Vestry and Staff of St. John the Evangelist Church wish 

you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year! 
 

The Parish offices will be closed Monday, December 25, for the Christmas holiday, and 
also Monday, January 1, for the New Year’s holiday. 
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Dear St. John’s Parishioner, 
 

In 2013, we sought input from everyone in our church community through the Charting Our 
Course strategic planning process. As a result, new ideas and directions for St. John’s were both 
identified and implemented. 
 

Your vestry and clergy believe it’s time to reach out again to see how we’re doing and to 
discern where God might be calling us in light of our continued growth. We will be taking a 
strategic look at our ministries, our staffing requirements, and exploring a possible fund-
raising campaign to address our physical building limitations. We have engaged the Episcopal 
Church Foundation to help with this effort and our consultant, Leslie Pendleton, will be 
coaching us through this process. 
 

Such long-range thinking will require input from everyone in the parish as we collectively 
contemplate the future of St. John’s. To this end, we’re calling the coming months a “time of 
discernment.” At the end of January, following our Annual Parish Meeting, we will invite 
every parishioner to participate in a small group gathering to discuss our future together. Each 
session will take no more than 90 minutes, and many of your friends in the congregation will 
be hosting and leading the conversations. Think of it as an informal but important opportunity 
to listen, to hear, and to be heard. 
 

It’s amazing to think about all that has happened since 2013. We identified the need to 
invigorate youth ministry (DONE!), form a viable children’s choir (DONE!), replace the boiler 
and convert from oil to gas (DONE!), hire a Sunday School Director (DONE!), beautify the 
church’s curb appeal (DONE!); add a Sunday evening service (DONE!), and much more. Now, 
as we seek to prayerfully plan for the future into which God is calling us, we again need your 
input.  
 

As our church has grown, have we matured in our ability to support new programs? How can 
we be more accessible and inviting? In what ways should we interact with the wider 
community? How does our physical plant support our mission as a parish? What are your 
dreams for the St. John’s of the future? These are all questions we can’t wait to talk about with 
you and we encourage you to start thinking about them now. 
 

You’ll hear more about our time of discernment in the days ahead. In the meantime, know that 
we are extremely excited about the future of St. John’s. God is doing some extraordinary 
things in our midst and we are delighted you are a part of this community! 
 

In Christ, 
 
The Rev. Tim Schenck       John Hussey       Rob Hess 
Rector          Senior Warden       Junior Warden 
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PARISH STAFF 
The Rev. Timothy E. Schenck, Rector 

The Rev. Noah Van Niel, Curate 
Sister Adele Marie Ryan, SSM, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Robert Edson, Rector Emeritus & Pastoral Associate 
Natalie Finstad, Deacon 

Elisabeth C. Gray, Organist/Choirmaster 
Jeremiah Cossa, Sunday Evening Musician 

Thomas M. Daley, Parish Verger 
Alexis MacElhiney, Church School Director 

Evelyn Sophia Czaja, Administrative Assistant 
Amsale G. Faye, Bookkeeper 

Dorothy Manley, Sexton 
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