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!  

Welcome to Confirmation Class at St. John’s. Over the next nine months you will learn about 
and explore your faith; get to know more about the Episcopal Church in general and St. John’s in 
particular; be part of a peer group; and hopefully have some fun in the process. We will meet at 
the church on alternating Sundays from 4:00pm-5:00pm in the Youth Room.  
Curriculum: 
We will be using a Confirmation program called Confirm Not Conform. While we’ll be adapting 
it for our use, the thing we love about it is that it provides a safe space to explore the breadth of 
the Christian tradition, to ask questions and express doubts, and to discover what you truly 
believe. As the name implies, we’re not just force-feeding you a bunch of facts to memorize, but 
giving you the freedom to explore your faith in your own way.  

Here are the requirements for those wishing to be Confirmed: 
• Have an open, inquiring and generous mind, heart and soul. Disrespectful behavior of any 

kind will not be tolerated. 
• Attend every class. If a class must be missed be in touch with Fr. Noah ahead of time and 

determine how to make up the material that was missed.  
• Overnight pre-Confirmation retreat at the Barbara Harris Camp and Conference Center in 

New Hampshire on March 16th and 17th.  
• Regular participation in activities of service and fellowship.  
• Regular church attendance (confirmands are particularly encouraged to attend our SW5 

service. At our first class meeting there will be a sign up sheet for performing specific 
roles at the SW5 services throughout the year. Everyone must participate at least three 
times). 

• Dramatic reading of the passion on Palm Sunday (March 25th) at the 10am liturgy  
• Attend at least two services during Holy Week (not including Easter Sunday).  
• At the beginning of the year, Confirmands will be asked to select an adult mentor for the 

year. This can be any adult member of St. John’s that is not their parent. Confirmands 
will be required to meet with this person at least 4 times before they are confirmed to talk 
about their developing faith.  

And here is our commitment to you: 
• Listening to your questions and concerns with an open mind and heart. 
• Exposing you to the fundamental questions of faith and the Episcopal tradition. 
• Taking your contributions seriously and treating you with respect. 
• Encouraging you in your faith. And providing a fun, safe learning environment. 



• Keeping you in our prayers. 
• Open, regular and reliable communication, including the availability to meet 

individually at any point in the year        

Confirmation Class Schedule 
2017-2018 
9/17—First Class: Welcome, Norms and Expectations  
10/1—Escape the Room 
10/15—The Bible: Old Testament 
10/29—The Bible: New Testament 
11/12—Church History (0-325AD) 
11/26—Church History (325-1700) 
12/10—Seasonal Fun!! 
1/14—Church History (1700-2017)/Other Religions 
1/28--Prayer 
2/11—Book of Common Prayer 
2/25--Liturgy 
3/11—Passion Reading Prep/Retreat Prep (forms) 
Preconfirmation Retreat: March 16-17, 2018 
3/25: Palm Sunday Passion Reading at 10am 
3/25-4/1: HOLY WEEK 
 Maundy Thursday: 3/29 
 Good Friday: 3/30 
 Holy Saturday: 3/31 
4/8—Sacraments 
4/22—Justice 
5/6—Power and Authority 
5/20—Last Class (Party!) 
6/3; 6/10—Individual Meetings 
Confirmation in JUNE (exact date TBD) 
Recognition in Church Sunday after Confirmation 

Tom, Helen, and I are delighted to walk with all of our Confirmands on this journey of faith and 
discovery and pray this will be an enriching spiritual time for everyone involved. 

Yours in Christ, 

Fr. Noah Van Niel


