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This Sunday, which is the last Sunday in the season of Epiphany, we have been given an invitation - an 

invitation to go with Jesus, Peter, James, and John to the Mount of the Transfiguration where the 

divine glory of God is revealed in the Lord Jesus Christ. We will want to hold on to this moment. Yet we 

will learn that this is only an oasis in our own pilgrimage to strengthen the work to which each of us 

has been called. 

 

Before we go, let us review the “epiphanies” of Christ which we have studied in the last few weeks. 

The season began with the celebration of the coming of the Wise Men, and continued with the story of 

the Lord’s Baptism by John, who recognized Jesus as the Son of God when a voice came from heaven 

saying, “This is my son, the Beloved, with whom I am well pleased.” One of Jesus’ first tasks was a call 

to Simon Peter and Andrew. “follow me, and I will make you fish for people.” The Gospels for the 

following Sundays were accounts of the Lord’s ministry. His healing love comes to us in this Sunday’s 

Gospel reading, as it has come to us in the Gospel stories we have heard during these weeks in 

Epiphany. They call us to a new depth of faith. 

 

So, onward on our pilgrimage!  

 

Today we are observing the last Sunday in Epiphany. We have received an invitation to go with Jesus 

and Peter, James and John, on a hike up a mountain. We are ascending the beautiful and stately slopes 

of Mount Hermon. It is probably early evening. The air is changing as we make our way ever higher. 

Jesus is tired, having spent much of his time healing, teaching and talking to so many people and trying 

to get the message over to his dense disciples about who he really is! Peter, James and John are also 

tired, and in this rarified air, need some sleep. 

 

Jesus needs to pray alone, to spend time with God, He is quite sure that he is on the way to the cross. 

As he is praying, suddenly His face begins to shine with all the brilliance of the sun. His clothing begins 

to glow with unearthly light! He is not alone. Moses and Elijah are with Him. And then a voice is heard, 

“This is my Son, the Beloved, with Him I am well pleased! Listen to Him.” The disciples are 

overwhelmed and fall to the ground in fear. Jesus is alone once more. Jesus says to the disciples, “Tell 

no one about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” Jesus tells them to 

pick up their cross and follow Him to the Cross – and through his death and to the resurrection. 

 

Let us descend and reflect on what we have witnessed. 

 

Our Lent is framed between two parallel stories— 

 

Just before Lent begins we have the Transfiguration and at the end of Lent the story of Jesus going up 

to pray in the Garden of Gethsemane. To frame the season of Lent in this way is to tell us that our 

Christian life is always lived between two poles—these two poles are, number one, moments of prayer, 

and number two, moments of revelation. 



The story of the transfiguration is intended to strengthen us for our daily ministry and to enable us to 

walk the way of the cross. What can we do? 

 

On Shrove Tuesday, we will dine on pancakes with other believers. We will burn our palms from last 

Palm Sunday; and we will put our Alleluias away. On Ash Wednesday we will be marked with ashes on 

our foreheads. 

 

We have been chosen 

 To pick up our cross 

 To join our Lord in service 

 To walk with him to Calvary 

 To be prepared in mind and body  

 And, above all, to celebrate his resurrection! 

 

Let us pray that we may be faithful disciples:  

 

Dear God, help us to remember that religion is not to be confined to the church or the closet, nor 

exercised only in prayer and meditation, but that everywhere we go, we are in your presence. We 

make this prayer in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 

 

 


