
  
 

The Episcopal Parish of 
ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST 

Hingham, Massachusetts 

 
 

The First Sunday of Advent  December 2, 2018

 
 

Welcome to St. John’s! It is our hope you will find it a place of beauty and refreshment, 
nurture and comfort. If you are visiting this morning, we are especially delighted you have 
joined us. We pray that within these walls you will find and be found by God. Please know 
that there is always a place for you here. If you would like more information about this 
vibrant community of faith, please fill out a pew card and place it in the offering plate. 
 

About the Service: Page numbers refer to the red Book of Common Prayer. Hymn numbers 
may be found in the blue Hymnal 1982. Service music, prefaced by an “S,” is found toward 
the beginning of the hymnal. The people’s responses are in bold. Out of respect for those 
who come a few minutes early for prayerful reflection, we ask that you please silence all cell 
phones and keep conversation to a minimum within and outside the worship space. Large-
print editions of the Prayer Book are available from the ushers. 
 

Childcare for infants and toddlers and play-care for two-year-olds is provided in the 
upstairs nursery. Please ask an usher for assistance. Sunday School classes are taught 
during the first part of the 10 o’clock Eucharist. The children then join their families in 
church for Communion. We offer a live-feed of our services in both the Parish Hall and the 
more intimate Thayer Room for parents and others who must leave the worship space for 
whatever reason. All are invited to Coffee Hour in Upper Weld Hall, located to the left as 
you enter the church’s main doors, immediately following the service.  
 

In addition to Sunday morning worship, we offer an informal Sunday Evening Service 
(S.W.5) at 5:00 pm in Upper Weld Hall and a 10:00 am Wednesday Eucharist in the chapel, 
followed by an optional Bible Study. 
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The Holy Eucharist, Rite I at 8:00 am 
 

The Service begins on page 323 of the Book of Common Prayer.  
Collect of the Day on page 159. After the sermon the service resumes on page 327.   

The Great Thanksgiving begins on page 333 (Prayer I). 
Prayer after Communion – page 339. 

 

Participants in Today’s Service:  
Lector/Intercessor/Chalice/Altar Guild 

Sue Turbak and Henry Goodhue 
 

The Holy Eucharist, Rite II at 10:00 am 
 
PRELUDE: Valet will ich dir geben  Georg Friedrich Kaufmann (1679-1735) 
                         
All stand to sing 
HYMN 59: Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding Merton 

 
OPENING ACCLAMATION                        
Celebrant:   Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
People:        And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 
 
THE TRISAGION  Sung three times by all  Hymnal S-100 
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COLLECT OF THE DAY 
Celebrant:   The Lord be with you.    
People:        And also with you.       
Celebrant:   Let us pray.    
Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the works of darkness, and put on the 
armor of light, now in the time of this mortal life in which your Son Jesus Christ came 
to visit us in great humility; that in the last day, when he shall come again in his 
glorious majesty to judge both the living and the dead, we may rise to the life 
immortal; through him who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
The people are seated for the reading and the psalm. 

 
THE LESSON  Jeremiah 33:14-16 
The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to 
the house of Israel and the house of Judah. In those days and at that time I will cause 
a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he shall execute justice and 
righteousness in the land. In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: "The LORD is our 
righteousness." 
 

Lector: The Word of the Lord        People: Thanks be to God 
 
PSALM 25:1-9 Jonathan Battishill 
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THE EPISTLE  1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our 
God because of you? Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face 
to face and restore whatever is lacking in your faith. Now may our God and Father 
himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. And may the Lord make you 
increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for 
you. And may he so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless 
before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 
 

Lector: The Word of the Lord        People: Thanks be to God 



 5 

The People stand to sing                                                                                                                           
SEQUENCE HYMN 66: Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Stuttgart 
 
THE GOSPEL  Luke 21:25-36 
Priest:      The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Luke.                   
People:      Glory to you, Lord Christ. 
 

Jesus said, "There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth 
distress among nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. People will 
faint from fear and foreboding of what is coming upon the world, for the powers of 
the heavens will be shaken. Then they will see 'the Son of Man coming in a cloud' 
with power and great glory. Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and 
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near." Then he told them a 
parable: "Look at the fig tree and all the trees; as soon as they sprout leaves you can 
see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. So also, when you see these 
things taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. Truly I tell you, this 
generation will not pass away until all things have taken place. Heaven and earth will 
pass away, but my words will not pass away. "Be on guard so that your hearts are not 
weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries of this life, and that 
day catch you unexpectedly, like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on the face 
of the whole earth. Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to 
escape all these things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man." 
 

Priest:  The Gospel of the Lord.       People:  Praise to you, Lord Christ. 
 

THE SERMON  Ms. Natalie Finstad 
                                                                                       

All stand to recite 
THE NICENE CREED   Page 358 
 
All kneel for the  
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE, Form V   Page 389 
 
THE CONFESSION & ABSOLUTION   Page 360 
 
After the Celebrant pronounces the Absolution, all stand for 
THE PEACE 
Celebrant:  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 
People:       And also with you. 
The Clergy and People greet one another in the name of the Lord. 
 
WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
 

THE OFFERTORY 
A collection is taken as the Altar is prepared for Communion as the St. John’s Choristers sing 
the Offertory Anthem. The ministry of St. John’s is funded through the generosity of 
parishioners and visitors. We encourage and deeply appreciate your generosity this morning. 
 

Offertory Anthem: Daughter of Zion   G.F. Handel (1685-1759) 
     Daughter of Zion, shout for joy! Shout aloud, Jerusalem! Lo, the King now comes to thee, yea, 
        He comes, the Prince of Peace. Daughter of Zion, shout for joy! Shout aloud, Jerusalem! 
     Hail, hosanna, David’s Son, be Thou by Thy people blest! Thine eternal kingdom come! Praise 
        be sung to Thee on high! Hail, hosanna, David’s Son, be Thou by Thy people blest! 
     Hail, hosanna, David’s Son, be thou welcome, gracious King! Firmly stands Thy throne of 
        peace, thou, the Father’s only Son! Hail, hosanna, David’s Son, be thou welcome, gracious King! 
      
As the gifts are presented at the Altar, all stand to sing 
Offertory Hymn 74: Blest Be the King   Valet will ich dir geben 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING Eucharistic Prayer B, Page 367             
The People remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 
The Lord be with you. 
People:      And also with you. 
Celebrant: Lift up your hearts. 
People:      We lift them to the Lord. 
Celebrant: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
People:      It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
 
The Celebrant says the Proper Preface then continues: 
Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and with all the 
company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your name: 
 
THE SANCTUS   all sing   Hymnal S-125 
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The People kneel. Then the service continues on page 362. 
 
MEMORIAL ACCLAMATION 
Celebrant: Therefore, according to his command, O Father 
People:      We remember his death, we proclaim his resurrection,  

     we await his coming in glory. 
 

The Eucharistic Prayer concludes: 
By him, and with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory 
is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. AMEN. 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER   Page 364 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, thy kingdom come, thy will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive 
us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
After the Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread all sing the 
FRACTION ANTHEM   Hymnal S-155           
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THE HOLY COMMUNION 
All baptized persons, regardless of age or denomination, are welcome to receive Holy 
Communion. In coming forward, please form lines on both sides of the choir. If you receive 
communion on the right side of the altar rail, return to your pew via the same way you 
arrived. If you receive communion on the left side of the altar rail, exit via the side door and 
return through the side door near the pulpit. We ask that you receive the bread in your hand 
and help guide the chalice to your lips. If you would prefer to receive a blessing, please cross 
your arms across your chest as the Priest approaches. Gluten-free wafers are available by 
request from the priest. If you need communion brought to your pew, please inform an usher. 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION 
 

Communion Anthem: Prepare to Receive Him  J.S. Bach (1685-1750) arr. R. Currie 
     Prepare to receive him, the promised Messiah, the loving and caring, the Savior of all. 
 

Communion Hymn 53: Once He Came in Blessing  Gottes Sohn ist kommen 
 
Kneeling, the People join in saying the  
POST-COMMUNION PRAYER       Page 365 
Eternal God, heavenly Father, you have graciously accepted us as living 
members of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, and you have fed us with spiritual 
food in the sacrament of his Body and Blood. Send us now into the world in 
peace, and grant us strength and courage to love and serve you with gladness and 
singleness of heart; through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 
THE BLESSING  
 
After the Celebrant blesses the People, all stand to sing 
HYMN 73: The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns St. Stephen 
 
THE DISMISSAL  
Priest:          Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  
People:         Thanks be to God. 
 
POSTLUDE: Paraphrase Sur un Choeur  Alexandre Guilmant (1837-1911) 
                                     de Judas Macchabée de Händel 
 

The Altar Greens are given to the Glory of God and in loving memory 
 of Frank Arnold and for those who lost their lives at Pearl Harbor. 

The Greens are also in loving memory of John Sherrill. 
 

The Sympathy of the Parish is extended to the families of  
Pam Lapham and Muriel Tolle who died last week. 
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PARTICIPANTS IN TODAY’S SERVICE 
Celebrant: The Rev. Tim Schenck Preacher: Natalie Finstad Assisting Priest: Sr. 
Adele Marie Ryan, SSM Verger: Tom Daley Readers: Rob Hess, Michael MacDonald 
Intercessor: John Hussey Chalice Bearers: Peter Burnett, Anne Overbeck Acolytes: 
Sophia Hess, Perry Wilson, William Buckley, Henry Buckley Altar Guild: Charlie 
Woodard, Judie Shapiro Ushers: Kelly Powers, Tom Pyles, Glenn Baker, Scott 
McIsaac, Vivian McIsaac. 
 

Please keep the following parishioners in your prayers: Jonathan Barber, Herb 
Cafarella, Becky Case, Alec Clement, Lloyd Emery, Dorothy Gibbs, Tommy Hense, 
Bonnie Russ, John and Tib Sherrill, Rebekah Turner, Bill and Shirley Wilcox. The full 
Prayer List is available in the tract rack in the church entryway. 
 

Are you visiting St. John’s this morning? Welcome! We hope you enjoy the service 
and invite you to join us for coffee and conversation immediately afterwards in the 
Parish Hall (located down the hallway to the left as you enter the church’s main 
doors). While we hope you will feel comfortable asking any of our parishioners 
questions about the service, church school or other aspects of St. John’s, please also 
feel free to ask an usher or look for our Welcoming Committee members wearing “St. 
John’s Ambassador” name tags. Also, please stop by our staffed welcoming table and 
take a red visitor’s packet to learn more about life at St. John’s. Finally, if you are 
comfortable identifying yourself as a guest this morning, pour your coffee or tea into 
one of the green mugs on the hospitality table. This will signify that you are a visitor 
and would like to be approached for conversation. Again, welcome! 
 

This morning’s Guest Preacher is Natalie Finstad, our former Deacon Intern who is 
in the formation process for ordination to the diaconate. Natalie is the Director of 
Programs and Engagement at Episcopal City Mission in Boston. Welcome back to St. 
John’s, Natalie! 
 

Enter fully into this season of hope and expectation by joining us for the annual 
service of Advent Lessons and Carols this evening at 5:00 pm. The St. John’s Choir 
leads this long-standing parish tradition, which will be followed by a candlelight 
reception in Upper Weld Hall featuring the wassail Smoking Bishop. For many, the 
Lessons and Carols has become a profound part of their Advent devotions. With its 
main emphasis upon the development of the loving purposes of God as seen through 
the whole breadth of Scripture, it draws us ever closer toward the saving event of the 
Incarnation of Jesus Christ. Held during this season of anticipation, the service is not 
a Christmas liturgy but one that points toward the coming of the Prince of Peace. 
Whether this is a long-standing family tradition or you have never before experienced 
Advent Lessons and Carols, we hope you will join us.  
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About the Season of Advent. This weekend marks the start of the four-week season 
of Advent, the ecclesiastical period that immediately precedes Christmas. The word 
itself comes from the Latin adventus, or “coming.” This is a season not of shopping 
(though for many of us our Christmas shopping coincides) but of expectation and 
hope. We await the coming of Christ to a manger in Bethlehem and we await Christ’s 
second coming in the age to come. So, with John the Baptist we prepare and with the 
Virgin Mary we wait in hope and expectation. At St. John’s we mark the season with 
some traditional symbols. On each of the four Sundays of Advent, a wreath is lit prior 
to the service. As we draw nearer to Christmas, the candles on the wreath increase, 
marking down the Sundays of Advent. We use purple vestments and altar hangings, 
the color denoting penitence, for this is a season of repentance as well as hope. The 
purple vestments also evoke images of Christ’s royal kingship as he enters the world 
as God incarnate.  
 
If you took ornaments home from our Outreach Giving Tree, this is just a reminder 
to return them to the Parish Office by the due date so they can be distributed on time. 
If you have questions, please contact Outreach Chair Chrissy Roberts 
(cjrob47@hotmail.com). Thank you in advance for the always wonderful St. John’s 
parishioner generosity! 
 
In Sunday School this week, the children are learning about Advent and making 
Advent wreaths. We are also looking for a few more teachers for the winter trimester.  
Please let Sunday School Directory Alexis MacElhiney know if you can help at 
amacelhiney@stjohns-hingham.org. 
 

The Middle School Youth Group is going to Escape the Mystery Room in Kingston 
next Sunday, December 9 immediately after church. We expect to return to St. John’s 
around 1:45 pm. At one point the MSYG had the record on the Treasure Island 
Room…but we’ve been beat, so let’s see if we can’t earn that title back! We need a 
count to reserve the room(s) so please RSVP for your child as soon as possible to 
Jennifer Harris at jbharris13@mac.com with the subject line MSYG Mystery Room. 
Please also note if you can drive if needed. 
 

St. John’s continues to have a monthly meeting for parents of young children. Our 
Parents of Young Children Group meets from 9:00 to 10:00 am the first Friday of the 
month to talk about the challenges and joys of parenting in a faithful way. Childcare 
is provided, as are snacks and drinks. Our next meeting is Friday, December 7. Feel 
free to join us! If you have any questions be in touch with Jennifer Murphy at 
jencmurphy@me.com. 
 



 11

Join us for our third annual Caroling and Movie Night on Tuesday, December 18, at 
4:30 pm. This popular event will take place in Upper Weld Hall with pizza, hot 
chocolate, caroling, and a viewing of The Star, a tale of faith and friendship. A small 
but brave donkey named Bo goes on the adventure of his dreams. On his journey, he 
teams up with Ruth, a loveable sheep who has lost her flock and Dave, a dove with 
lofty aspirations. Along with three wisecracking camels and some eccentric stable 
animals, Bo and his new friends follow the Star and become accidental heroes in the 
greatest story ever told - the first Christmas. Keep your eyes open for a sign-up/rsvp 
link, which will be distributed soon. 
 

The Church Finance Department asks that as you are pledging for 2019 and some 
even prepaying, plus paying off 2018 pledges, either by check or online, please be very 
clear as to which monies should be credited to which accounts so that your personal 
giving records reflect your intentions. And…if you are paying through stock, please 
alert the Parish Office so we know who you are and when to expect it. Thank you! 
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Mission Statement of the Episcopal Parish of 
St. John the Evangelist: 

We seek to share the Good News of the Gospel through engaging worship, 
faithful service, and life-long Christian formation while joyfully 

living out our faith in this community and the world.   
 

PARISH STAFF 
The Rev. Timothy E. Schenck, Rector 

Sister Adele Marie Ryan, SSM, Priest Associate 
The Rev. Robert Edson, Rector Emeritus & Pastoral Associate 

Elisabeth C. Gray, Organist/Choirmaster 
Jeremiah Cossa, Sunday Evening Musician 

Thomas M. Daley, Parish Verger 
Alexis MacElhiney, Church School Director 

Evelyn Sophia Czaja, Administrative Assistant 
Amsale G. Faye, Accountant 

Dorothy Manley, Sexton  
 

VESTRY OF ST. JOHN’S 
Rob Hess, Senior Warden 

Deb Hayes, Junior Warden 
David Clinton 

Elizabeth Danis 
Liz Donohue 

Deb Dougherty 
Michael MacDonald 

Kirsten Moore 
Kelly Powers 

Tom Pyles 
Katie Sutton 

Bill Carter, Treasurer 
Laura Accettella, Clerk 

 
St. John the Evangelist Episcopal Church

172 Main Street • Hingham, Massachusetts 02043 
Phone: 781-749-1535 

Web Site: www.stjohns-hingham.org 
E-Mail: office@stjohns-hingham.org  

 


