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Holy Week in Stained Glass 
 

           
 

These two windows can be seen on either side of the altar at St. John’s. On the left starting at the 
bottom left and moving clockwise are: the triumphal entry of Palm Sunday, the Last Supper, praying 
in the Garden of Gethsemane, Roman soldier mocking Jesus, Pilate washing his hands, and Judas 
betraying Jesus with a kiss. On the right are scenes from the Crucifixion. This is the heart of the story 
we will be sharing during Holy Week. 
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FROM THE ASSISTANT RECTOR 

 

Days of Holy Obligation 
 

If you put Matthew, Mark, Luke and 
John—the four Gospels that form the pillars 
of the Christian faith and tell us in many 
and myriad ways the “good news” of Jesus 
Christ—together, a third of the text will be 
taken up with the events of Jesus’ last week 
on earth. No other part of his life is shared 
so fully and so similarly across these four 
accounts. In other words, what the Church 
has come to call “Holy Week” is central to 
what it means to be a follower of Jesus and 
it has been that way since the earliest 
generations of Christians were telling the 
story of Jesus. And they celebrated and 
honored his final days even though it could 
very well mark them as enemies of the 
Roman state and lead to their death. They 
told this particular story of Jesus’ final 
week not because it was convenient, but 
because it got to the heart of the matter; it 
showed them most intensely the heart of 
God and therefore it became the heart of 
the faith we hold as Christians, today. 
 

That is why we have so many opportunities 
for worship during Holy Week: so we can 
continue in that long tradition of focusing 
on the events of Jesus’ final days, trusting 
that in them we can know the nature of 
God’s reality and feel keenly the extent of 
God’s love for us. With that knowledge and 
that love we walk with Jesus through those 
difficult days (using prayer, symbol and 
ritual) in a way that many of his first 
disciples could not. 
 

We often talk about how the liturgies of 
Holy Week offer us an unparalleled chance 
to deepen relationship with Jesus, and that 
is certainly the case. But I would also offer 
that attending services during Holy Week is 

not just an opportunity to know God more 
fully, it is a duty. A duty placed upon us by 
our recognition of all that Jesus went 
through on our behalf and his promise not 
to leave us even though, at the end, almost 
all his followers left him. From Palm 
Sunday to Maundy Thursday, to Good 
Friday and Holy Saturday we are given the 
chance to be there for him, with him, 
during his darkest hours, and we do so 
because he is with us in ours. 
 

In the pages that follow you can read more 
about the many services we will have in the 
week between Palm Sunday and Easter 
(and the joyful notes about what you can 
expect on Easter Sunday as well). This year 
I want to call your particular attention to a 
new Maundy Thursday Children’s service 
at 4pm complete with foot washing and an 
interactive celebration of the first Eucharist 
which we think will be a big hit with the 
kids. 
 

I hope that in reading and considering 
when you might be able to join us during 
this holiest of seasons you will look at these 
services both as a chance to deepen your 
own faith, and as a chance to fulfill your 
Christian duty to follow Christ, especially 
when he needs you the most. 
 

I look forward with great anticipation to 
marking these sacred days with you all, 
and then celebrating together the matchless 
joys of the Resurrection on Easter morning. 
 

See you in church, 
 

Fr. Noah 
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2018 HOLY WEEK and EASTER SCHEDULE 

 

WEEKDAYS OF HOLY WEEK 
Morning Prayer is offered at 8:45 am throughout Holy Week. 

 
PALM SUNDAY: SUNDAY OF THE PASSION – March 25 

  8:00 am – Holy Eucharist, Rite I with the Blessing of the Palms. 
10:00 am – Holy Eucharist, Rite II with the Blessing of the Palms, 

Procession and a Dramatic Reading of the Passion. 
  5:00 pm—Liturgy of the Palms—S.W.5 

 
WEDNESDAY OF HOLY WEEK – March 28 

10:00 am – Holy Eucharist 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY – March 29 
4:00 pm – Children’s Maundy Thursday Service (*New*) 
7:30 pm – Holy Eucharist of the Last Supper with Foot Washing 

and the Stripping of the Altar. 
   9:00 pm – The Watch takes place in the Chapel until midnight. 
 

GOOD FRIDAY – March 30 
12:00 pm – Spoken Liturgy of the Day 
  2:15 pm -  Stations of the Cross (Glastonbury Abbey) 
  4:00 pm – Children’s Good Friday Service 
  7:30 pm – The Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday with sung Passion 

and Communion from the Reserved Sacrament. 
 

HOLY SATURDAY– March 31 
10:00 am – Liturgy of the Day 

 
THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER – March 31 

  7:30 pm - The Great Paschal Vigil with The First Eucharist of Easter, 
followed by a Champagne & Jelly Bean Reception! 

 
EASTER DAY: SUNDAY OF THE RESURRECTION– April 1 

  7:30 am – Holy Eucharist, Rite I with hymns. 
  9:00 am – Holy Eucharist, Rite II with Children’s Choir. 

Easter Egg hunt between the services. 
11:00 am – Festival Holy Eucharist, Rite II with St. John’s Choir. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Sunday School News 
 

We are wrapping up the Lenten season and looking forward to Easter, unburying the 
Alleluias, and some warmer weather. The annual St. John’s Easter Egg Hunt will take place 
Easter Sunday, April 1, immediately after the 9:00 am service. This year, the Hunt will be 
coordinated by Debi LaRocca and Liz Graham. If you would like to help prepare eggs, we 
would love your help!  
 

 Simply stuff 50 plastic eggs with nut-free candy and deliver them to Alexis' office any time 
before Easter.  Please let Debi and Liz know that you are preparing eggs to help with 
planning.  You can email them at debra_robison@hotmail.com and lzvermont@gmail.com  
Thanks so much! 
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Brief Introduction to Holy Week and Easter 
 

The Sunday of the Passion: Palm Sunday 
 

The day’s full name indicates its dual focus. The reading of the 
Passion Narrative (the story of Jesus’ arrest, trial, and crucifixion) 
is preceded by the commemoration of Jesus’ triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem. The Liturgy of the Palms is the entrance rite but the 
Passion Gospel is the central focus. The euphoria and triumph of 
Jesus’ entry is short-lived and the tone of the day changes 
dramatically. We, who moments earlier, shouted “Hosanna” now 
cry “Crucify him! Crucify him!” The stage is set for the rest of the 
week. 
 

 At St. John’s, the service begins outside (weather permitting). 
Palms are blessed and distributed and we all process into the 

church singing the traditional Palm Sunday hymn “All Glory, Laud and Honor.” This year 
we read the Passion according to St. Mark (the readings are on a three-year cycle and Luke 
and Matthew are read in the intervening years, with John always read on Good Friday). 

 
THE TRIDUUM: THE THREE GREAT DAYS 

The evening of Maundy Thursday begins the central moments of the Christian Year. The 
services of Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and the Great Vigil of Easter are known as the 
Triduum (pronounced TRIH-doo-uhm), or the three great days, to underscore the unity of 
all that happens between the evening of Maundy Thursday and the first Eucharist of Easter 
at the Great Vigil. To participate in the entire span of worship is to enter into the heart of the 
story. It is also the most rewarding way to experience the death and resurrection of Jesus. It 
is incumbent upon Christians to take part in as much of these three days as possible. 
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MAUNDY THURSDAY 
This service takes its name from the Latin word Mandatum, meaning “commandment.” At 
the Last Supper, Jesus gives the new commandment, “love one another as I have loved 
you.” The foot washing that takes place at this liturgy reminds us of the specificity of love. It 
also pushes against our natural inclinations. Like Peter, people are often hesitant to have 
their feet washed; it is uncomfortable and awkward. Yet it is important to allow others to 
serve us sometimes, as Christ offers to do for his disciples in the Upper Room and for us to 
serve others. Parishioners are welcome to have their feet washed during this service. 
 

This day also commemorates the institution of the Eucharist (i.e. Holy Communion/The 
Mass) at the Last Supper in the Upper Room as Jesus tells his followers to “do this in 
remembrance of me.” After Communion is celebrated and distributed, what remains, the 
Reserved Sacrament of bread and wine, is kept for use on Good Friday. It is placed at the 
Altar of Repose in the Chapel. As the altar is stripped bare, we are reminded that Christ’s 
crucifixion leaves a void in our church and in the world and we experience something of the 
disciples’ sorrow as their Lord was taken from them. Following the liturgy, parishioners are 
welcome to sign up for The Watch in the chapel. Half-hour shifts are taken until midnight. 
 

Children’s Liturgy 
In the afternoon on Maundy Thursday we will have a special service geared especially to 
children. It will incorporate the main elements of foot washing and the institution of the 
Eucharist that happen in the main service but presented in an accessible and interactive 
way. We hope the power of these loving acts that Jesus did in his final hours will help our 
youngest disciples know in their hearts the extent of God’s love for them.  
 

GOOD FRIDAY 
This day is both a day of mourning and triumph. Mourning because it is our sin that has 
crucified Christ but triumph because our Lord transforms the cross into the instrument of 
our salvation. 

 

Children’s Liturgy  
Inviting children into the Good Friday story is an essential responsibility of both parents 
and the church. Indeed, for all of us, you can’t experience the fullness of Easter joy without 
first walking the way of the cross. At this brief service we explain what is so “good” about 
this day – the fact that you cannot have the resurrection without the crucifixion. The story 
of Jesus’ last hours is told in an accessible manner within the context of resurrection. 

 

Stations of the Cross 
The devotion known as the Way of the Cross, or Stations of the Cross, is an adaptation to 
local usage of a custom widely observed by pilgrims to Jerusalem: the offering of prayer at 
a series of places in traditionally associated with our Lord’s passion and death. The 
number of stations, which at first varied widely, finally became fixed at fourteen. Of these, 
eight are based directly on events recorded in the Gospels. The remaining six (3, 4, 6, 7, 9, 
and 13) are based on inferences from the gospels or from pious legend. At St. John’s we 
offer an opportunity to walk the outdoor stations at Glastonbury Abbey. 
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The Solemn Liturgy of Good Friday 
The opening rite is primitive in its starkness. The church, stripped of 
its furnishings and adornment on Maundy Thursday, reflects the 
somber mood of a people whose Savior has been crucified. The clergy 
enter and all kneel for silent prayer before the opening acclamation 
and collect. By ancient tradition, The Passion according to St. John is 
read or sung on Good Friday. The Solemn Collects, an extended form 
of intercession, take the place of the Prayers of the People. A large 
wooden cross is brought before the people and venerated. 
 

Holy Saturday 
This is a day of both silence and intense activity. The liturgy of the day is simple and brief, 
with no music or celebration of the Eucharist, and its focus is the tomb. At St. John’s, as in 
almost every church, the silence quickly gives way to intense preparations. Good Friday 
leaves the church bare and empty. Within a few hours it is transformed with flowers, altar 
hangings, and candles so that the joy of Easter is proclaimed in beauty and splendor. Then 
after sundown, all is ready for the central liturgy of the year: The Easter Vigil. 

 
THE FEAST OF THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST 

 

 THE GREAT VIGIL OF EASTER 
This service is the most ancient of the Church’s liturgies. It is by far the most dramatic and 
moving service of the year as the movement from death and darkness to resurrection and 
light is powerfully told in word and action. 
 

The service begins in a darkened church as a fire is kindled and blessed. The Paschal Candle, 
a symbol of the light of Christ through his resurrection, is lit. The Paschal Candle leads 
everyone into the church and individual candles are lit. The Exsultet, the great hymn that 
calls on all of creation to rejoice, is sung and readings follow.  
 

The liturgy continues with the blessing of the water at the baptismal font and the renewal of 
our baptismal vows. Then the central moment of the church year occurs: the announcement 
of the resurrection by the Celebrant with the words “Alleluia, Christ is Risen.” The people 
respond “The Lord is risen indeed, Alleluia” and the veil of darkness is lifted, the Gloria is 
sung as the people are sprinkled with Holy Water, and the procession moves to the altar for 
the first Eucharist of Easter.  
 

EASTER DAY 
This day needs little comment. After the walk through Holy Week and its complicated 
rites, the Easter Eucharist is straightforward, distinctive only in the abundance of joy and 
hope in the readings, music, and the number of people present. Following the family 
service, we hold two Easter egg hunts — one for children under five in the Memorial 
Garden and one for older children in the playground. 
 
Look for the booklet An Introduction to the Liturgies of Holy Week at church or online for a 
full explanation of these special services and how we conduct them at St. John’s. 
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Our South Africa Visitors arrive on Saturday March 31, and there are many opportunities 
for parishioners to meet them during the week they will be with us (parishioners are asked 
to provide their own transportation and tickets to events when applicable): 
Easter Sunday: Our guests will be coming with their host families to the 11 am Easter 
service on Sunday April 1 and will join us for coffee hour afterwards.  
Monday April 2: On Monday afternoon the group will be taking a duck tour to get a sense 
of Boston and spend some time visiting Harvard College in Cambridge.  
Tuesday April 3: Tuesday afternoon we will be doing a driving tour of the South Shore, a 
hike in World's End and a visit to the Hingham Historical Society. At 6 pm we’ll host a 
parish wide Potluck Dinner here at St. John’s. Please come and bring a dish to share! 
Friday April 6: On Friday morning we will be showing our guests some of Boston's most 
important historical sights on the Freedom Trail and introducing them to the complicated 
racial history of our city and our country at the African-American Museum. 
 
���������������������������������������������������������������������� 

 
The Clergy, Wardens, Vestry and Staff of St. John the Evangelist Church wish 

everyone a Blessed Holy Week and a Joyful Easter. 
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