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Sabbatical Slide ShowSabbatical Slide ShowSabbatical Slide ShowSabbatical Slide Show! ! ! !     
September 9September 9September 9September 9    

 

Holy Eucharist at 
8:00 & 10:00 am and S.W.5 at 5 pm 

 

 
 

� Catered Brunch (courtesy of the 
Lily Foundation) featuring food 
from several areas Father Tim 
visited on sabbatical at 
11:30 am! 

 

� Father Tim’s Sabbatical Slide 
Show and Talk! 
 

� Sunday School Kick-Off! 
 

� Adult Choir Returns! 
 

 

Homecoming Sunday! Homecoming Sunday! Homecoming Sunday! Homecoming Sunday!     
September 16September 16September 16September 16    

 

Holy Eucharist at 
8:00 & 10:00 am and S.W.5 at 5 pm 

 

 
 

� Homecoming Lunch at 
11:30 am! 

 

� Bounce House for kids! 
 

If you are interested in helping,  
sign up online at 

http://signup.com/go/GHOcVNk 
We need volunteers to bring a side 

dish or dessert and to help clean up. 
Contact Deb Hayes: 

dhayes22@comcast.net  
or Barbie Dwyer: 

barbiedwyer39@gmail.com. 



FROM THE RECTOR 
 

The Time of Our Lives 
 

Time, like an ever-rolling stream, bears all our years away; 
they fly, forgotten, as a dream dies at the opening day. 

 

O God Our Help In Ages Past, Hymn 680 

I find it hard to believe I’ve been back from 
my sabbatical for two months already. Of 
course, I also find it hard to believe that I’ve 
just started my 10th year as your rector. 
Time is a funny thing. It races by at times, 
while at others it seems to stand still.  
 

For better or worse, time in churches is 
often measured by the pictures of clergy on 
the wall. When you walk down the hallway 
at St. John’s, you can look at the former 
rectors and recall the ones you have known. 
Granted, that’s harder to do around here 
than in most places, as I’m only the fourth 
one in the past 100 years. Father Robert 
Edson is my only living predecessor. 
 

But you can certainly do this by looking at 
the photographs of the assistant priests 
who have walked with and among us in 
years past. Their tenures are, naturally, 
shorter but in many cases, no less 
impactful. That’s certainly the case with 
Father Noah who will, as we recently 
announced, be moving with his family to 
pursue the divine call in Chapel Hill, NC. 
  

As we move into the next chapter of life 
and ministry at St. John’s, I encourage you 
to think about the markers of time in your 
own life. For some, this may be children — 
when your 6’2” 19-year-old son hovers over 
you, as is the case in my house, it’s hard not 
to think about years gone by. For others, it 
may be homes you’ve lived in for many 
years — particular gashes in the plaster 
bringing back memories or a new home 
that houses an old, favorite chair. 
 
 
 

There are many ways to mark time, but the 
overlay that offers spiritual meaning is the 
liturgical calendar. We mark the seasons of 
the church year — Advent, Lent, Easter, the 
long stretches of Ordinary Time — and 
through them we see our very lives 
reflected back at us.  
 

Perhaps I’ve been thinking more about the 
passage of time because I turn 50 in a 
couple months. But this time of year tends 
to invite this type of reflection. Labor Day is 
a significant marker of time for many of us, 
a signal that it’s time to return to the 
routine and put our spiritual affairs back in 
order. Sabbath is good, but so is routine.  
 

As we return to that routine at St. John’s, I 
invite you to immerse yourself in it. Not 
because we need more to do, but because 
without the context of faith-based hope and 
meaning, all our machinations are in vain. 
 

Soon enough, we’ll get Fr. Noah’s picture 
on the wall. It will serve as a reminder of a 
particular season in the life of St. John’s. 
We’ll look back fondly on this time, even as 
we look ahead in hope and expectation. 
 

Peace, 
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FROM THE ASSISTANT RECTOR 
 

I thought it was important to make sure all of 
you have seen my announcement to the parish. I 
cannot reiterate enough how hard this decision 
was, and while we are excited for this next 
chapter we are going to miss you all very, very 
much. 
 

With Love, Fr. Noah 
 

Dear St. John's Family, 
 

It is with profound bitter-sweetness that I 
announce to you that I have accepted a call 
to be Associate Rector at the Chapel of the 
Cross in Chapel Hill, North Carolina. My 
last Sunday with you will be October 21.  
 

I say "bitter-sweetness" because, while I am 
excited about this new opportunity to learn 
and grow as a priest, and Melinda, Vincent, 
Arthur and I are excited to explore a new 
part of the country, we are heartbroken to 
be leaving St. John's. We love you, we love 
this church, we love Hingham and our time 
here has been filled with blessings and joys 
beyond anything we could have imagined. 
We have not come to this decision hastily or 
lightly but we feel God is calling us to a 
new adventure and a new opportunity for 
growth.  
 

We arrived over three years ago a family of 
two and are leaving a family of four. That is 
a massive transition and we couldn't have 
asked for a better church to be a part of to 
help us make it.  I came to you a 
transitional deacon, not even yet a priest, 
and I will leave three years later with a 
confidence and capability in my calling to 
step into this next role fully prepared and 
ready to serve a large congregation in a 
different corner of God's kingdom. Thank 
you. 
 
 
 
 
 

I imagine for many of you this news is 
more bitter than sweet. And I can 
understand that. I am happy to answer and 
address any questions or concerns you have 
about this decision. My door is open. And I 
want to reassure all of you, especially our 
Youth, that I will be fully engaged and 
committed to this parish, pastorally and 
programmatically, right up until we leave. I 
look forward to getting the year started 
with our full complement of ministries, and 
I am confident in our lay leadership and Fr. 
Tim to keep our busy parish buzzing right 
along during this time of transition.  
 

For now, the last thing I would ask of you is 
that you pray for us. Moving to Chapel Hill 
doesn't just mean leaving St. John's, it also 
means leaving our entire immediate family 
who all live in the Boston area. We're 
hopeful but scared to be so far from home, 
and we will need your prayers. So pray for 
us, as we continue to pray for you, always.  
 

Peace be with you,  
 

Fr. Noah Van Niel 
 
��������������������������� 

 

Youth Ministry at St. John’s 
 

Back to Church Youth BBQ! If you are in 
6th--12th grade join us for our annual Back to 
Church BBQ on Sunday, September 9 at 
6:00 pm right after the first SW5 of the 
season. This is always a fun event and great 
way to gather back after a long summer 
away. We will provide burgers, dogs and 
buns and we invite others to bring side 
dishes, chips, drink and desserts.  
 

Youth Ministry at St. John’s begins in 
September. We have three Youth Groups: 
Middle School Youth Group (grades 6-8), 
Confirmation Class (9th grade) and High 
School Youth Group (10th-12th).  
 



 
4 

 

 

Middle School Youth Group meets every 
Sunday right after church from 11:30 am - 
12:30 pm in Lower Weld Hall. This year our 
first regular class session will meet on 
September 16 but we’ll start at 12 pm to 
allow time for everyone to attend the 
Homecoming Picnic. The year will be full of 
great material, fun activities and of course, 
lots of snacks! 
 

Confirmation Class meets every other 
week through the year from 4 pm – 5 pm 
and culminates with a service of 
Confirmation in the spring. Our first class 
session is also September 16 (for this first 
class we’ll meet at 3:30 pm) in Lower Weld 
Hall. This class is open to all 9th graders and 
any other High Schoolers who have not 
gone through the confirmation process.  
 

High School Youth Group is for any High 
Schoolers who have already been through 
Confirmation Class and meets regularly 
throughout the year. Our first lunch and 
planning meeting will take place on 
September 23 from 12:30 pm – 2 pm. 
 

If you have a child interested in any of 
these groups, they are welcome to attend at 
any time or you can reach out to Fr. Noah 
with any questions you might have.  
 

Outdoor Church: Saturday, September 29 
High School Youth are invited to travel into 
Cambridge to make and hand deliver 
sandwiches to the homeless in Harvard and 
Central Square. We’ll leave St. John’s at 2 
pm and return at 6 pm. This is a great 
organization doing good work for people in 
need and we are privileged to partner with 
them. Those who have done this in the past 
have had an excellent experience but space 
is limited so if you’re interested, be in touch 
with Fr. Noah as soon as possible.  
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Sunday School News 
 

Hello Sunday School Families! 
 

We are looking forward 
to seeing your children 
very soon! A great year 
is ahead and we have 
made some nice 
enhancements to the 
program. Weaving Gods 
Promises will continue to 

serve as our curriculum this year. However, 
we have chosen specific lessons on which to 
focus that align with our teaching goals. 
Each year we strive to make the program 
more impactful for our youngest 
parishioners and easier to teach for our 
volunteers.  Teaching spots that still need 
filling are in first, third, and fifth grades. 
We are so grateful for these teachers who 
make this program possible. 
 

We are very excited to host coffee hour in 
Lower Weld on September 23 as the 
Sunday School Open House. We will 
showcase the mural the children put 
together last spring, display a slide show, 
and the children will lead tours of the 
space. In addition, we are planning a 
special surprise for the children to show 
you. It’s not to be missed!   
 

There are several fall events planned, 
including the Blessing of the Stuffed 
Animals (Feast of Saint Francis), a clergy-
led Baptism class, and our popular Advent 
Wreath making workshop.  
 

We also have a special guest joining the 
kids each week – Buddy Jesus! He appeared 
in the Sunday School while we were 
cleaning out the rooms over the summer 
and we thought it would be a fun 
experiment to incorporate him into life at 
St. John’s! Over the course of the year, it is 
our hope that each child will take home 
Buddy Jesus and share their life with him 
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for a week. The following week they will 
return him to Sunday School for the next 
child. We would love to see pictures of all 
the adventures your child takes with Buddy 
Jesus and hear about their experiences. 
 

 
Buddy Jesus with Sunday School Director                             

Alexis MacElhiney. 
 

As you can see, we have a great start to the 
year planned! Please take a moment to 
Register your children for Sunday School 
on our website (www.stjohns-hingham.org) 
if you have not already done so this year. 
Please note that Sunday School will be open 
at 9:00 am on September 9 for anyone who 
would like to take a look around and get 
acquainted with the classrooms and 
teachers. Sunday School classes will begin 
at 9:45 am. We look forward to seeing you. 
For more information on St. John’s Sunday 
School please contact our coordinator, 
Alexis MacElhiney at: 
amacelhiney@stjohns-hingham.org. 
 
���������������������������� 
 

 
 
 

Music Ministry Notes 
 

September is the best time to join St. John’s 

Choristers! Rehearsals begin on Tuesday, 
September 11 at 4:00 pm. This group of 
third through eighth grade children meets 
every Tuesday for an hour to practice 
singing, learn music reading skills, prepare 
to lead worship, and have lots of fun. 
 

 
 

The Choristers sing for the 10 am service 
about once a month. Don’t let your child 
miss this opportunity to exercise his or her 
heart, mind, and voice! No prior musical 
experience is required.  
 

 
 
 

St. John’s Choir welcomes new members at 
any time of year, but September is the best 
time to join. Adult men and women and 
high school singers are welcome. 
Rehearsals are on Thursday evenings at 
7:30 pm, beginning September 6. 
 

Contact Organist/Choirmaster Buffy Gray 
at egray@stjohns-hingham.org to sign up 
for either choir and for more information. 
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Outreach Ministry 
 

Are you passionate about helping others? 
Do you have time, skills or resources to 
contribute? The Outreach team would love 
to have you! Whether you have a small or 
large amount of time to give, there is 
always a place for you on the Outreach 
committee. Our mission statement is to help 
our fellow children of God, near and far, 
through compassionate service and 
thoughtful financial support. 
 

Our committee meets about five times a 
year to plan opportunities to give back and 
decide what worthy causes to spend our 
budget on. On an ongoing basis we prepare 
and serve dinners at Epiphany School in 
Dorchester, provide laundry services at a 
laundromat in Hull, and collect food for 
local food pantries. Onetime events that 
occur every year include a Lenten initiative 
(this year we raised money to purchase 
bibles for storm ravaged Haiti), a Mother's 
Day Tea at the Senior Center, staffing 
several days’ worth of meals and activities 
for the St. Stephen's summer B-Safe 
program, collecting backpacks and supplies 
for the Quincy Family Resource Center, and 
coordinating an Angel Tree program at 
Christmas benefitting several local 
organizations. We also support ongoing 
relationships and service trips with the 
Appalachian Service Project and the Eternal 
Flame Church in South Africa.  
 

Additionally, we have many new or one 
time initiatives that we have undertaken 
including hosting a food packing event on 
MLK Day to benefit local food pantries, 
participating in the Mother's Day Walk for 
Peace in Dorchester, and collecting 
donations for Homes for Our Troops. If any 
of these initiatives are things you'd like to 
get involved with or if you have new ideas, 
contact Outreach Chair Chrissy Roberts at 
cjrob47@hotmail.com or 781-749-1165. 

 

 
MLK workday 2018. 

 
 

 
Care boxes ready to go! 
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Laundry Love 
 

The national Laundry Love program was 
initiated in California after a simple 
conversation between a homeless person 
and another man, engaged in a moment of 
fellowship between two people. When the 
homeless person was asked “how can we 
come alongside your life in a way that 
would matter?” The homeless person’s 
response to this simple, but important 
question was “If I had clean clothes I think 
people would treat me like a human being.” 
Over the past 12 years Laundry Love 
projects throughout the nation have 
assisted in cleaning and drying 600,000+ 
loads of laundry for over 450,000 people. 
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The St. John the Evangelist monthly 
program kicked off in January 2017. This 
program is only one of five in the 
Commonwealth and since its inception, our 
version of this Laundry Love program has 
served nearly 300 clients, paying for the 
cleaning of more than 500 loads of laundry.   
 

The program occurs the 4th Monday of each 
month from 4 to 6:30 pm at the SuperWash 
Laundromat in Hull. Each event requires 
only 3-4 volunteers whose job is to welcome 
our clients for the event, provide the 
cleaning materials and assist in the 
payment process at the washing machines. 
The event provides a great means to “help 
your fellow human” in real time. For more 
information, contact Mark Banion, 
mbanion@mac.com. 
 
���������������������������� 

 

Fall Adult Education Series 
 

Liturgy 101—What we do and why! 
Worship in the Episcopal church is a lot of 
things. It’s prayerful, it’s beautiful, it’s 
poetic, it’s traditional, it’s transcendent but 
it’s also confusing. Join us for four Sundays 
in the fall as we break down the liturgy 
(aka the worship service) and help unpack 
the reasons and richness behind our weekly 
practices. Whether you’re brand new to The 
Episcopal Church or have been here for 
many years, this series will be a wonderful 
opportunity to delve deeper into our 
traditions and practices and promises to 
enrich your Sunday morning experience. 
The schedule (and some initial questions 
that will be covered) follows. Classes will 
meet from 11:30 am to 12:30 pm in church. 
 

October 28—Liturgy of the Word—how do 
the readings each Sunday get chosen? What 
about those prayers and creeds we say? Why is 
the sermon towards the beginning of the service 
and not the end? 

November 4—Liturgy of the Table—what 
exactly is going on during communion? Is the 
wine changing into blood and the bread into 
bones? Why does Fr. Tim move his hands 
around so much? How am I supposed to receive 
the elements when I come forward?  
 

November 11—Special Services: Baptisms, 
Weddings, Funerals—Why do we baptize 
infants? Who can get married in the Church? 
What do we believe happens when we die? How 
do we structure these important services to 
communicate these beliefs? 
 

November 18 — Music—why do we sing so 
much? Why do I have trouble finding some of 
the things we sing in the hymnal? How do I 
chant the Psalm?  
 

���������������������������� 
 

Building Spiritual Bridges  
Across Difference 

 

A number of parishioners have continued a 
dialogue over the past year begun during 
our Fall, 2017 “Understanding Difference” 
Adult Education series. We have used 
scripture and readings to stimulate self-
reflection and sharing of our attitudes, 
beliefs and experiences across lines of racial 
and cultural difference. Our dialogue will 
continue this Fall with a scripture and 
conversation based approach to building 
spiritual bridges across racial, cultural, 
socio-economic, political and gender-
identity lines. Our focus will also look 
inward to St. John’s and ask, “How are we 
doing in our efforts to be a community that 
is welcoming and inclusive of all God’s 
children? And how can we do it better?” 
 

Our first meeting will take place on 
Sunday, September 30, following coffee 
hour after the 10:00 am service, 
gathering over a light lunch in the Thayer 
Room. We encourage any and all who 
might be interested in this ministry to join 
us so that we can set our plan for the year 
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ahead.  We’d love to have you be a part of 
the conversation. 
 

For additional information or questions, 
contact Holly Carter hmcwbc@gmail.com, 
Caitlin Slodden cslodden@braindeis.edu or 
Tom Colburn thcolburn@gmail.com.  
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Parents of Young Children Group 
 

Parenting young children can be incredibly 
rewarding and incredibly exhausting. And 
trying to do so with any sort of spiritual 
life—both for you and your family—can be 
a real challenge. If you have young (or 
young-ish) children, consider joining our 
gathering of parents. We meet the first 
Friday* of the month at 9 am and childcare 
is provided to allow us to have a full 
conversation around the highs and lows of 
parenting and where God fits in to all of 
this. We’d love to have you with us. Be in 
touch with Fr. Noah with any questions.  
*in order to give people a week to get children 
settled into school, we will meet at 9 am on 
September 14 (not the first Friday).  
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Needlepoint Guild 
 

The Needlepoint Guild would like to invite 
anyone interested in Needlepointing, 
Knitting or Conversation to join them at 
their Monthly Meetings. They are usually 
held on the second Tuesday of the month at 
a member’s home or at church at 10:00 am. 
Watch for announcements regarding the 
first meeting. Contact Wendy Ellison 
(wce317@gmail.com) or Allison Marshall  
(aew.marshall@verizon.net) with any 
questions. 

 
 
 
 

St. John Prayer Groups 
 

The Prayer Groups will begin on Thursday, 
September 20, meeting in the church 
Sanctuary at 8:00 am and 11:00 am. Both 
groups will now meet on Thursdays. We 
will use the prayers and collects in the Book 
of Common Prayer for our prayers and 
meditations this fall. Contemplative prayer 
time will begin at 8:00 and end at 8:40. This 
will allow participants the opportunity to 
stay and join the clergy in the Morning 
Prayer Office at 8:45, should they desire. 
The Prayer Group from 11:00 – 11:45 begins 
with contemplative prayer and ends in time 
for a brief discussion of the prayer activity. 
Feel free to drop in to either group as your 
schedule allows. Please contact the clergy 
or Cathy Torrey cbtorrey@comcast.net if 
you have any questions. 
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Blessing of the Animals 
 

On Sunday, September 30, all creatures 
great and small are invited to a Community 
Pet Blessing, hosted by St. John’s. This brief 
service will take place at 5:00 pm. In 
addition to live animals, children are 

welcome to bring 
their favorite 
stuffed animals 
to be blessed. 
This year we’re 
partnering with 
the South Shore 
Pet Food Pantry 
and you’re 
encouraged to 
bring donations 
of dog and cat 

food, pet toys, kitty litter, and leashes. 
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S.W.5 Returns September 18 
 

Our Sunday evening service, known as 
S.W.5 (Sunday Worship at 5 pm), returns 
on Sunday, September 9. We’re delighted 
to welcome back Jeremiah Cossa as our 
musician for a fourth year.  
 

This informal service takes place in Upper 
Weld Hall, lasts about 35 minutes, and 
includes music, a homily, and 
Communion. People who attend regularly 
(or occasionally) say they enjoy the 
intimate feeling and slightly more 
contemporary music of S.W.5. This 
intergenerational service is perfect for 
those who can’t make it on Sunday 
morning, for whatever reason. We hope 
you’ll join us for another year of Sunday 
evening worship at St. John’s! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

Remembering Dick Miller 
 

He never called attention to himself… 
Richard (Dick) Miller…..1945-2018 

 

Dick Miller was very much a part of our 
life together at Saint John’s. It was said 
that he had a way of taking ordinary 
things and making them holy. He sang in 
the choir, served as a chalice bearer, 
directed the acolytes, headed up the 
stewardship program, operated the 
dishwasher, helped with the altar guild 
and fearlessly climbed a ladder to change 
a light bulb high up over the altar. In all 
things, he never called attention to 
himself. He maintained a positive attitude 
and always encouraged the best in 
everyone. 
 

When Dick relocated to Atlanta for his 
work in financial services. I suggested that 
he find his way to Saint Philips Cathedral.  
 

It quickly became his church home where 
he was involved as a lector and chalice 
bearer, the Education for Ministry 
program and directed the Speaker’s Series 
in the Spirituality Conference program.  
 

After suffering two heart attacks, Dick 
moved to an assisted living facility. He 
always sent out Christmas cards promptly 
at the beginning of Advent. Dick died 
suddenly on January 3 at the age of 72.  
His funeral was held in Saint Philips 
Cathedral on January 12. He will be 
remembered for his kind and generous 
spirit. 
 

Fr. Robert 
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ST. JOHN THE EVANGELIST  
 172 Main Street   
 Hingham, MA 02043  
 Phone: 781-749-1535   
 FAX:  781-749-5414 
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web: www.stjohns-hingham.org 
CHANGE SERVICE REQUESTED 
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PARISH STAFF 
The Rev. Timothy E. Schenck, Rector 

The Rev. Noah Van Niel, Assistant Rector 
Sister Adele Marie Ryan, SSM, Priest Associate 

The Rev. Robert Edson, Rector Emeritus & Pastoral Associate 
Elisabeth C. Gray, Organist/Choirmaster 

Jeremiah Cossa, Sunday Evening Musician 
Thomas M. Daley, Parish Verger 

Alexis MacElhiney, Church School Director 
Evelyn Sophia Czaja, Administrative Assistant 

Amsale G. Faye, Accountant 
Dorothy Manley, Sexton 
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